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We must deal with schizophrenic people from the angle of simple human charity. We must not impose our ideas about how they ought to live their lives – how they ought to relate to other people and to the community – how they ought to behave -  how they ought to think and act. To suffer from insanity means to be in a mental groove from which it is physically impossible to extricate oneself  -  quite often you don't even know that you are in such a groove! The condition is chronic and incurable – so common human charity dictates that we must give such sufferers what THEY need – and not what WE think they need. They should be treated in exactly the same way we treat patients in an hospice : Never try to improve them  -  just medicate them to make the rest of their lives as pleasant for them as is humanly possible. Please let me repeat this  -  because this,  in a nutshell,  is what I hope will follow my petition : Legislation which will again oblige Government to grant lifelong protection and hospice care to every citizen suffering from the schizophrenias  or from organic dementia such as Altzheimers.

These days, the decision to discharge a  schizophrenic patient rests with a psychiatrist  -  in my time, in effect, this decision rested with the patient who had a legal right to asylum for life. It is now assumed without any question that psychiatrists will attempt to improve patients' mental state so that they can leave hospital and return to wherever in the community they were before admission. -  in my time the only efforts of psychiatrists were to make life more comfortable and acceptable for the patients.  We quite often found that patients with late onset schizophrenia (whose intellectual abilities are more intact) preferred to live independently away from the institutions   -  and thanks to powerful new medicine  in the 1950s, together with the new sickness benefits, this was now possible. Patients knew,of course, that they had a right to return to hospital any time  -  and they often did.

Talking to this honourable, political committee I cannot overemphasise the fact that treatment of human insanity is, and always was, a matter of tradition, politics, philosophy, ideology or charity  -  it  cannot be based on psychiatric science, simply because no science exists about schizophrenia.  In essence the condition is untreatable  -  though it can be greatly ameliorated by medication. The medical expertise of psychiatrists is ONLY  in the pharmacological science that has developed over the last 70 years. Consequently, it is YOUR responsibility as politicians to determine the legislation necessary for us to deal with this terribly handicapped population group in the most charitable way. And we must remember that legislation is necessary because treatment of demented people often involves the physical containment and compulsory medication of a free citizen. Psychiatric input  to such legislation  is valuable only if or when it relates to medication -  simply because the condition is essentially incurable. We only need humane, charitable common sense to deal with this mental condition -  which was dealt with successfully for 100,000 years, long before we invented psychiatrists.

My petition calls for assessing the harm done to schizophrenic people by the 1992 Act. My Royal Commission will without a doubt find that many more schizophrenic sufferers now go to prison – irrespective of the United Nation Disability Convention, # 15, which forbids mentally ill people being subjected to degrading treatment or punishment. Worse still,  scores of schizophrenic people are now murderers only because the 1992 Act expressly forbids us to contain acutely insane persons, unless sanctioned by psychiatrists.  We see acutely psychotic people in the streets, raving and ranting  -  police cannot touch them. Families ring 111 for help  -  but police can only try to persuade an insane person to come to a mental hospital;  this is what police call “non-suicide mental call-outs” - police had 15,000 such call-outs last year.  Each of these takes an average of 5 police hours, whereas in my time it only took minutes to place such person in a mental institution.  I am fully aware that only very few acutely ill schizophrenic people turn out to become dangerous. But a significant few do – and then go on to murder some innocent persons. Their lives (not to mention their innocent victims) are now ruined because for silly, ideological reasons we refuse to give them the protection against themselves and against their own actions which, of course, they so desperately need.

Thank you for listening to me.
